
 
Stepping Up to the Plate 

 

Well, today we begin a brand-new series called Bottom of the Ninth, and as you can tell, it has a 
baseball theme.    
 
This theme came about because I did a lot of TV watching while recuperating and even though I 
don’t watch much baseball except for the world series I thought it was quite interesting one 
night with a game between San Francisco Giants and the Marlins, in which it was the bottom of 
the 9th  and the score was Giants 12 and Marlins 0.  I kind of reflected when I saw that how nice 
it would have been for the Yankees to have 12 and the Phillies 0.  -----    
 
We can always dream right?   
 
Now, what I'd like to do for the first minute, I'd like to tell you why we're doing a series called 
Bottom of the Ninth, why we think it's important for you to be here, why we think it's 
important for the people in your life, and why we think it's important for you to spend  
the remainder of this series with us. And to do that, I want to introduce you to the question of 
this series, and we're gonna look at it for the entire time, and the question is,  
have you ever felt behind in an area of life?  
 
Have you ever felt behind in an area of life?  
 
Maybe an example that we can all relate to is our to-do list, right? Could you relate to that? A 
few of you? By the way, if you've never felt behind in your to-do list, on behalf of the rest us, 
we really don’t like you, okay?  I think for the most of us, we know what it feels like to be 
behind in our to-do list. In fact, if you were to do a baseball scoreboard of the to-do list                            
versus you, maybe it would sound something like this.  
 
Does this sound familiar to you?  
 
You got a ways to go, you're behind. It's 27 to three. You're feeling behind as it relates to your 
to-do list. Now some of you look at this and you're like, "No, that's not the scoreboard of my to-
do list.  Here's how I feel." - 343 to 3    
 
 Well, that's where we're going. You're getting totally stressed out just by looking at that.  
And so question for us today as we look at our bottom of the 9th experiences is? Has there ever 
been a season in your life   when you've been behind financially?  
 



Or has there ever been a season in your life where you've been behind relationally? Maybe a 
relationship with your family, a family member, maybe a relationship with a co-worker,  
maybe the person you're dating, maybe the person you're married to. Have you ever felt 
behind relationally?     
Or maybe, have you ever felt behind in your career? Or maybe have you ever felt behind 
emotionally?  
 
And the reality is, if you've ever felt like that in your past and your present, I think that's 
actually really normal. The reason why we're calling this series the Bottom of the Ninth  
is that when it comes to the bottom of the ninth, there's something really, really significant 
about it.  
 
I know that I am not a big fan of baseball but one of the things I like about baseball is baseball                                                                         
isn't ruled by a clock, baseball's more hopeful from that. You never have a bottom of the ninth 
unless you're behind  or you're tied. At some point of the game, you got behind or you didn't 
get ahead.  
 
But what baseball says is this, and this is an important theme about Bottom of the Ninth,  
when it comes to the bottom of the ninth, baseball basically says this, "Hey, you may be down, 
but you're not out. You may be down, but you're not out."  
 
This is a theme of the Bottom of the Ninth, and yet, what we're gonna see in this series is  
this isn't just true for baseball, this is true for life. You may be down financially, but you're not 
out. You may be down in that particular relationship, but you're not out. You may be down in 
this particular or behind in this particular area of life, but you are not out.  
 
So here's where we're going in this series, and we want you to be here, we've got something 
important for you to know I think something very challenging, very helpful today.  
So here's the challenge, do not let, don't let your past failures or your current reality define you.  
 
Let God define you. Do not let your past failures or your current reality define you. Let God 
define you. 
 
And here's why this is important as it relates to God our Father in the bottom of the ninth,  
when it comes to the bottom of the ninth, our Heavenly Father specializes in bottom of the 
ninth moments.  
our Heavenly Father specializes in turning things around, our Heavenly Father is really, really 
good at taking what seems to be impossible for you and me and bringing and birthing possibility 
out of what seems like it is impossible.  
 
And if you're here today and you're facing a situation where you may be in a bottom of the 
third moment, it might be the bottom of the fifth moment or it might be a bottom of the ninth 
moment, if you are behind in a particular area of life, here's the good news. Our Heavenly 



Father specializes in turnarounds, he specializes in come from- behind victories,                          
and that's where we're going today.  
 
But to do that, here's what you're gonna need. You are going to need to believe this. 
For you to believe that, and it's easy for me to say this because I may not know what's going  
or probably don't know what's going on in your particular situation or circumstance,  
for you to believe this and step up to the plate and believe that God can define you                                                                                  
and you're not going to allow the past or the present to define you.                                                                              
 
And the reason I can say that is because what we're gonna do for a few minutes today  
is I wanna point you to what I believe and what we believe to be the greatest source of hope,                                                                                                               
the greatest credible source of hope, the greatest credible source of bringing possibility out of 
impossibility, of turning things around.  
 
We're gonna look at a statement, that the greatest credible source of hope ever said,  
the statement of a man named Jesus. 
 
So here's what Jesus is saying to us this morning: 
 “So do not be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.” “You are worth more than 
many sparrows.” “Even all the hairs on your head is counted.” 
 
Bottom line - God cares about you.  Don't miss that.  
Here's what you need to understand about your Heavenly Father. Nothing is ever over when it 
comes to God, God never runs out of time,  He actually holds eternity in His hands. 
 
If God can bring His son back to life,                                                                                                              
He can bring your hopes back to life. If God can bring His son back to life,                                                                                                               
with hope, He can do the same with you.   
 
Yes, the situation's facing you, it's big. Yes, it's daunting, and yes, it might look impossible,  
but is not that the greatest impossibility that has ever faced you? The greatest impossibility 
that's ever faced you has become possible. And with God, what that means is, with God, all 
things are possible.  
 
And so, what we wanna do this week   is we wanna just lift out these words from today’s 
gospel: DO NOT BE AFRAID YOU ARE WORTHMORE THAN MANY SPARROWS.   
 
 And what Jesus is saying here is "God is in charge and God cares about you”. 
  
Yes, I know you may be down. Yes, I know it may be difficult. Yes, I know it may be challenging.  
And yes, I know it might seem impossible, but if Jesus is alive and we believe that anything is 
possible. And think about what that means for us. 
 



What I want to do tonight/ today is lean into these words, and here's the mindset that we need 
to have   after we lean into these words. We need to be "God cares for me" kind of people. 
Why? 
 
Because our Heavenly Father specializes in turnarounds, in bringing the possible out of the 
impossible, bringing hope out of seemingly hopeless situations.    
 
So here's what I'm gonna ask you to do.  
 
The first thing I'm gonna ask you to do is I'm gonna ask you to step up to the plate  
and pick one area that you might be behind in.  And it may not be a bottom of the ninth 
moment for you, it might be a bottom of the third, it might be a bottom of the fifth,  
but you might think, "You know what? If I don't change my schedule right now,  
it will have damaging impacts with my kids.  
 
So I've gotta do something." It's not bottom of the ninth, it might be bottom of the third.  
Or, "I gotta get a better handle on my finances." It's not bottom of the ninth right now, it's 
bottom of the third, but I need to do something. Or, "With this particular relationship,                                                                                                 
if I don't do something, it could trend that way."  
 
 So what I want you to do is just simply step up to the plate by saying, "There's one area that 
I'm gonna write down." I want you to write this down.  
 
Before you go to bed tonight, I want you to write down the area. You don't have to show it to 
anybody. It could be in a journal, whatever, scrap piece of paper. I just want you to write down 
what is this one area. I think it’s true that most of us, if not all of us, have at least one area that 
we're behind in? I do. And what is that one area?  
 
Again, you don't have to show it to anybody,    but before you go to bed tonight, you would say, 
"Heavenly Father, this is that one area, and I'm stepping up to the plate and I'm not gonna 
allow my past failures to define me. I'm not gonna allow the struggle of the reality to define me.  
I'm going to allow you to define me, I'm gonna step up to the plate, here's the one area.  
I need a breakthrough here, I need help here." 
 
 The second thing I'm gonna ask you to do, and this is really simple, is I'm gonna ask you just to 
come back next week. How simple is that? And you bring that one area with you.  
Maybe you bring it in your pocket or purse, but remember to bring it with you,   
Come back next week and be prepared for God to do something, to take a significant step next 
Sunday. 
 
That simple, but it can be powerful.  
 



So pick one area, write it down tonight, come back next Sunday and let's see what God begins 
to do. And that leads me to the third one, and for some of you, you are in the bottom of the 
ninth, and it's not necessarily anything you've done wrong, life just happened to you perhaps. 
 
You got a phone call, you had something happen in your business, you had something happen 
in a relationship, and you're here today and you would say, "You are in a bottom of the ninth 
moment, and I really need God to do something, and I really need God to do something soon."  
 
And what we believe as a church is we believe the most significant thing that we can do for you  
is to pray for you. But we have this thing in our culture that says, "Hey, you're in our thoughts 
and prayers. You're in our thoughts and prayers." Don’t just say you are in my thoughts and 
prayers.  Really pray for the people who asks for your prayers. I truly believe that it was your 
prayers   that got me through my bottom of the 9th experience. 
 
So close your eyes some time during the week ,AND JUST PRAY FOR SOMEONE                            
WHO IS HAVING A BOTTOM OF THE 9TH MOMENT. 
 
ASK God, to give them hope, God, let them know that they've come to a church that loves 
them, that's praying for them. "And this might be the beginning, if you're in a bottom of the 
ninth moment that begins your breakthrough, your turnaround.  
 
Today’s gospel is a source of tremendous hope and consolation. We are loved beyond measure. 
We enjoy the care and concern of God in every situation, big and small.Truly we have no need 
to worry or be anxious because God is in control. 
 
For our part, of course, Jesus asks us to trust him and stay faithful. 
 
LETS BRING TO THE LORD’S TABLE TODAY ALL OF OUR BOTTOM OF THE NINTH MOMENTS  
WHETHER IT BE FOR OURSELVES OR ANOTHERAND LAY THEM THERE WITH THE GIFTS OF 
BREAD AND WINE AND AS I LIFT THE GIFTS I WILL LIFT YOUR BOTTOM OF THE NINTH 
MOMENT AND ASK GOD TO GIVE US AND THOSE WE ARE PRAYING FOR HOPE IN HIM.   
 
“Every hair on your head has been counted.”“Do not be afraid you are worth more than many 
sparrows.” 
 


